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Re: Docket Number 98p-0151/CPl -~.- - 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We ask that the Food and Drug Administration grant the petition to prohibit 
slaughter of downed animals (Petition 98P-0151/CPl). 

Last year, USDA announced its new policy to stop purchasing meat from downed 
cows for federal programs. USDA’s decision marks a growing consensus among 
government officials and livestock industry that marketing and slaughter of 
downed animals is unacceptable. 
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Non-ambulatory animals should not be considered fit for human consumption. 

E Magazine Downed animals are diseased or severely stressed due to grievous injuries. The use 
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of such animals in meat production poses an increased health risk to consumers 
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ProhibitinP Marketing of Downed Animals Will Cause No Economic Hardship 
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industry officials have indicated that the loss of sale of a downed animal is well 

200 Wull worth avoiding negative public relations, which could impact overall industry 
‘f7nnlmelevrn’ profits. Industry experts also estimate that ninety percent of downed animals can 

be prevented with better care and handling. 

MarketinP Downed Animals is Inhumane 
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Downed animals are not protected from abuse under federal animal welfare laws 
and most state anti-cruelty laws. Downed animals are typically moved by the 
easiest, but least humane ways. They are dragged with chains or pushed with 
tractors or forklifts---practices that cause injuries ranging from bruises and 
abrasions to torn ligaments and broken bones. Downed animals frequently are left 
to die of neglect, 
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FARM is a national, nonprofit organization representing over 15,000 members in the US. OUI 
mission is to promote humane, sustainable agriculture and expose cruelty to farm animals to 
the public. 

We look forward to FDA’s favorable response to the petition to ban marketing and slaughter of 
downed animals. 

Sincerely, 

Lucy Goodrum, Esq. 
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